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BLESSED BE HIS NAME! 


I have a Friend whose faithful love 
Is more than all the world to me; 
’Tis higher than the heights above, 
And deeper than the soundless sea; 
So old, so new, 
So strong, so true— 
Before the earth received its frame 
He loved me.—Blessed be His name! 


His was the highest place above, 
Adored by all the sons of flame, 
Yet, such is self-denying love, 
He laid aside His crown, and came 
To seek the lost: 
And at the cost 
Of heavenly rank and earthly fame, 
He sought me.—Blessed be His name! 


It was a lonely path He trod, 
From every human soul apart; 
Known only to Himself and God 
Was all the grief that filled His heart: 
Yet from the track 
He turned not back 
Till, where I lay in want and shame, 
He found me.—Blessed be His name! 


Then dawned at last that day of dread 
When, desolate, yet undismayed, 
With wearied frame and thorn-crowned head 
He, now forsaken and betrayed, 
Went up for me 
To Calvary; 
And, dying there in grief and shame, 
He saved me.—Blessed be His name! 


Long as I live my song shall tell 
The wonders of His matchles love. 
And, when at last I rise to dwell 
In the bright home prepared above, 
My joy shall be 
His face to see, 
And bowing then with loud acclaim 
I'll praise Him.—Blessed be His name! 
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“When thou art converted strengthen thy brethren.”—Luke 22: 32. 


VOL. XXXVII NOVEMBER, 1920 No. 9 


THE DEATH OF MacSWINEY 

The death of Mayor MacSwiney will doubtless appeal to 
the emotionalism which now plays so large a part in human 
affairs to the detriment of reason and of orderly government. 
We shall be told that another star has been added to the con- 
stellation of Irish martyrs. There will be a new and more pas- 
sionate outpouring of protests. Mayor MacSwiney will be 
enshrined as one who gave his life for the cause, as the latest 
victim of oppression and tyranny. 

The fame of the martyr seems to have fallen upon evil days. 
For Mayor MacSwiney was not a martyr in any tolerable sense 
in which that word has ever been used. He was not deprived 
of his life by any force external to himself. He took his own 
life. He was sentenced by the law to a short term of imprison- 
ment after a fair and orderly trial, just as thousands of other 
persons are sentenced all over the world. He was accused of 
actions that are universally admitted to be crimes, and that 
would be punished as crimes in America or anywhere else. 
No one has impugned the manner of his trial. No one has 
asserted that he was innocent of the charges brought against 
him. He was notoriously guilty, and he was proud of his 
guilt, and so were his friends. That he deliberately decided to 
take his own life by starvation was an act of suicide, and it was 
none the less an act of suicide because it was the result of 
fanaticism. The law was responsible for the term of imprison- 
ment, and for nothing else. It did not will MacSwiney’s death. 
It willed him to live. It did everything that was humanly 
possible to save his life, and it regarded his death as a calamity. 
To speak of MacSwiney as a martyr is to use a term that has 
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no relation to the facts, however gratifying it may prove to our 
emotionalism. To maintain that the government ought to 
have liberated MacSwiney in order to prevent him from taking 
his own life is a contention intolerable to justice and fatal to 
law. It means that any prisoner may secure his freedom at 
any time by the simple expedient of refusing to eat. Should 
we liberate Mr. Debs, for example, if he refused to eat? Of 
course we should not. But Mr. Debs is doubtless just as sin- 
cere as was Mayor MacSwiney. And it may be said that the 
offenses committed by Mr. Debs were almost insignificant 
compared with those of which Mayor MacSwiney was guilty, 
although he is receiving a very much more severe punishment. 
MacSwiney was found guilty of having under his control a 
secret governmental cypher, which is a grave offense in all 
civilized countries. He was known to be a leader in an organi- 
zation that presumed to pass sentences of death upon individ- 
uals hostile to it, and that carried out those sentences by 
murder. His punishment was light and lenient. To order his 
release because he refused to eat would have been suicide of 
another kind—the suicide of the law and of the government. 
It would have been a charter to crime, an invitation to anarchy 
and chaos. 

There can be little doubt that the British Government has 
ahead of it a period of storm and stress in relation to Ireland, 
and the situation will now be aggravated. To a large extent 
the crisis is due to adminstrative stupidity in years gone by. 
A moderate movement that might have been satisfied in a 
moderate way has now become an extremist movement almost 
indistinguishable from civil war. The demand for Home Rule 
has now become a demand for complete separation, and the 
most violent passions on both sides have been unleashed. 
When Lloyd George invited the Irish people as a whole to 
determine on a system of government that would be accept- 
able to them and pledged himself to grant it he performed one 
of the few acts of real statesmanship to be found in the history 
of Irish administration. But it failed. The conference could 
agree upon nothing, and what was intended as an act of con- 
ciliation did no more than give a new impetus to that variety 
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of Bolshevism that called itself the Sinn Fein. The situation 
has now become deadlocked with a campaign of crime on the 


one side and of a sometimes ruthless repression on the other. 
That the British Government will grant independence to Ire- 
land is unthinkable. It can no more do such a thing than we 
could permit the secession of the Southern States. Great 
Britain cannot endure the existence of an independent and a 
bitterly hostile people almost within sight of her western coast. 
It would méan her own destruction in the event of another 
foreign war just as it would have meant a German victory in 
the war that has now ended. She cannot hand over the men 
of Ulster to the financial mefcies of her enemies. The British 
Empire might just as well dissolve itself on the spot as permit 
a secession that would be followed by certain ruin and that 
is advocated exactly for that reason. No sane mind believes 
that Ireland could maintain herself as an independent State 
and against the fierce internal discords that have devoured her 
for centuries. 

And it may be said with equal truth that no sane mind 
wishes for the dissolution of the British Empire nor for any 
addition to its perplexities at a time when it is the sheet 
anchor of decent government in Europe, Asia and Africa. 
It has its defects. It has committed grave errors. What 
Government has not? But its dissolution would mean 
anarchy over a large part of the globe. It would mean the 
unleashing of a hundred racial hates, and with what result 
upon ourselves there is no need to indicate. If British Gov- 
ernment has largely failed in Ireland it has certainly not 
failed elsewhere, as witness the almost incredible spectacle 
of Boer generals in command of British armies, a Boer gen- 
eral as prime minister of a British colony, and another Boer 
general high in the conclaves of the empire. Nothing but the 
most dangerous political irresponsibility, nothing but treason 
against the peace of the world, would now desire a weakening 
of the greatest of the old-world forces making for stability 
and good government, and at a time when stability and good 
government everywhere—here as elsewhere—are threatened 
by perils unprecedented in the history of the race. 
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ARE PROTESTANTS RIGHT IN REJECTING THE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC DOCTRINE OF PURGATORY? 


The blood of Jesus Christ God's Son cleanseth us from all sin.—1 John 1: 7. 
BY REV. G. R. MACFAUL, M.A., OTTAWA, CANADA, 


The fourth of a series of lectures delivered at Christ’s Mission, 
March 31, 1920. 


The Roman Catholic Church is an expert at cursing those 
who do not see eye to eye with her. Listen to the utterance 
of the Council of Trent: “If anyone shall say that after the 
justification and the remission of the eternal- punishment 
there remains no further punishment to undergo in this 


world or in purgatory before entering into the Kingdom of 
Heaven let him be anathema.” 

In defense of those whom Rome has placed under her 
curse I am to speak on the greatest money-making invention 
under the sun—purgatory—the Pope’s goose that lays the 
golden eggs for his Church. We are to dwell upon the big- 
gest fraud ever imposed upon the human race. Next to the 
confessional the most useful institution of the Roman Catholic 
Church is purgatory. They are strong pillars. The confes- 
sional is used to get power, influence and entrance into the 
secrets of individuals and families, and through this power 
dominate the people; while purgatory, the true foundation 
of masses and indulgences, is used to fill the purses of the 
priests. 

I wish to preface my remarks with a few verses from 
Scripture: “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us 
from all sin. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” (1 John 1:7,9.) “When He (Jesus) had by Himself 
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high.” (Heb. 1:3.) Those who take God’s Word as their 
guide believe that the man who wilfully turns his back upon 
the all-sufficient sacrifice of Christ must suffer to be forever 
cast out with Satan and his angels, and those who accept 
of the offered gift of mercy find a home with the Eternal 
God. But that we are to believe that there is such a place 
as purgatory, a doctrine not at all taught until 600 years 
after Christ, and only made a dogma of the Roman Church 
in 1439, is entirely out of the question. 
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The Bible speaks plainly enough about two places, but 
it says nothing about a third place. It tells us of a Heaven 
and a Hell, but nothing of a place called purgatory, nor of 
a fourth place designated as limbo, where children go who 
are unbaptized. 


What Does the Word Purgatory Mean? 


The word is from the Latin purus, pure and ago, to do or 
to make, i. e., purging or cleansing, expiatory. According to 
the Roman, Catholic Church, “A place in which souls who 
depart this life in the grace of God suffer for a time because 
they still need to be cleansed from venial, or have still to 
pay the temporal punishment due to mortal sins, the guilt 
and eternal punishment of which have been remitted.” But- 
ler’s Catechism, p. 49, says: “A place of punishment in the 
other life, where some souls suffer for a time before they can 
go to Heaven.” 

I wish I had time to trace the history of purgatory from 
its source. How it came from heathendom, for the Egyptians 
had their purgatory, and so did the ancient Greeks and 
Romans and the Rabbinical Jews and the Buddhists of China, 
and Japan. That men thought they could, through suffering 
in a future state, atone for and purge away their sins is a very 
ancient belief. 


What Proofs Does the Roman Catholic Church Give for the 

Existence of Purgatory? 

I shall quote only from accredited Roman Catholic au- 
thorities, and chiefly from a booklet, entitled “Purgatory, 
according to the Revelations of the Saints,” which contains 
the Imprimatur of the Archbishop of Montreal. (1) THE 
APOCRYPHAL BOOKS. Starting with the argument that 


prayer for the dead implies or supposes such a place as pur- 


gatory and that prayer for the dead is a very ancient custom 
the priest will quote II Maccabees 12: 46: “It is, therefore, a 
holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they 
may be loosed from their sins.” Protestants reject all proof 
taken from the apocryphal books because they do not accept 
them in the sacred canon. They were never received by the 
Jews as canonical, to whom we owe the keeping of the Old 
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Testament Scriptures. They are utterly destitute of that 
external and internal authority which alone could warrant 
their admission into the inspired canon. These books con- 
tain teachings that are fabulous, false and incredible, and 
which are at variance with those Scriptures regarded as genu- 
ine, i. e., lying and suicide are apparently sanctioned or con- 
nived at. It was only in 1546, at the Council of Trent, that 
the Roman Catholic Church received them as canonical. (2) 
THE ANCIENT FATHERS. Protestants reject all author- 
ity taken from the ancient Fathers, not only because they 
appear to be groping in the dark and often contradict one 
another, but the question of deciding whether there is a pur- 
gatory or not is beyond their wisdom. (3) PRETENDED 
PROOF FROM SCRIPTURE. Matthew 12: 32 (cf. Luke 
12: 10) is quoted: “And whosoever speaketh a word against 
the Son of Man it shall be forgiven him, but whosoever speak- 
eth against the Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, neither in the world to come.” This 
is just an emphatic way of saying they shall never be par- 
doned; it has no reference to purging nor of paying debts. 
I Corinthians 3: 13, 15 is given as proof: “For the day shall 
declare it, because it shall be revealed in fire.” Because 
“fire” is mentioned here Rome pretends to find purgatory. It 
should be noticed that the “fire” is to try man’s works and not 
the worker. “Saved, yet so as by fire.” Note it does not say 
“by fire,” but “so as by fire.” The thought being that the 
person would be saved just like a man escaping from a burn- 
ing building without time to save anything. Saved, and that 
is all, but no reward. Besides “the day” mentioned is at the 
end of the world, when, according to Roman Catholic Church 
teaching, purgatory will have ceased to exist. Rev. 21: 27, 
“And there shall in no wise enter into it anything unclean.” 
This verse does not state that a soul is cleansed by purga- 
torial fires. The manner of cleansing is not indicated. We 
know by the teaching of Scripture that sins are cleansed alone 
by the sacrifice of Christ. (See Col. 2: 14; 1 John 1: 7; Heb. 
9: 14; Rom. 8: 1.) Then I Peter 3: 19, where it speaks of 
“spirits in prison,” is quoted. Certain Roman theologians 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 267 


say this prison is purgatory, others say it is Hell, and still 
others say it is limbo. Until Roman theologians decide 
among themselves what this “prison” refers to the Roman 
Catholic Church cannot quote this passage as proof. Luke 
12: 58 (cf. Matt. 5: 25, 26) is frequently given as proof, 
where Jesus speaks of a prison from which no one can de- 
part until he has paid the very last mite or farthing. Accord- 
ing to Roman theologians the prison is purgatory and the 
mite is venial sins. This applies equally to Hell, as Christ 
does not say that the mite shall ever be paid. Christ by these 
words simply wished to show the danger those are in who 
refuse to become reconciled with their adversary, they 
fall into'the hands of justice where they receive severe treat- 
ment. It is a comparison simply to teach us to be reconciled 
to God while it is time. 

Where is Purgatory? 

The Roman Catholic Church declares that Scripture does 
not clearly indicate where purgatory is, and therefore we 
cannot be too positive about the matter; and then she goes 
on to declare that the traditions of all peoples, and the teach- 
ing of (Roman) doctors say that Hell is in the centre of the 
earth, and that purgatory is simply another department of 
Hell. Hell is divided into four compartments, or zones. In 
the centre is Hell itself, the abode of the lost, then coming 
nearer to the surface of the earth is purgatory, then the limbo 
of the ancient patriarch, and finally the limbo where abide 
the little children who died without baptism. St. Thomas 
declares that the fires of purgatory are the same as those of 
Hell. (See pages 20, 21, of Roman Catholic booklet, “Purga- 
tory, according to the Revelations of the Saints.”) In order 
to prove that many of Rome’s teachings are founded on im- 
aginary visions and bad dreams I shall quote from the above- 
referred-to booklet, pp. 18-20, the following story of the origin 
of All Souls’ Day: “At the close of the tenth century there 
lived at Cluny a holy abbot named Odilon; it is to him we 
owe the touching institution of the festival for the dead, 
which since then is celebrated each year in the Church on 
November 2d. Here is the incident that gave occasion for 
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the institution of this day. A monk having’visited the holy 
places of Jerusalem embarked on the ocean to return to his 
country and was cast by a storm on a desert island, near the 
coasts of Sicily, so well known for their volcanoes. He met 
there a pious hermit, who entertained him for a long time 
about the things of God. At last the recluse inquired con- 
cerning his own country, and learning that his visitor was 
from Aquitaine asked him if the monastery of Cluny was still 
in that country, and if he knew an abbot named Odilon. The 
monk having answered that he knew perfectly well the abbot 
of Cluny and his monastery, wanted to know, on his part, 
why he had asked him these questions. There is near here, 
answered the hermit, two underground passages, from which 
there issue each moment flames and torrents of smoke; from 
the midst of these terrible combustions one can: hear the 
groans of the souls who have not yet made entire amends 
for their sins. And lately I heard the demons who are the 
executors of the justice of God in these places, complain and 
lament, saying that Odilon by his prayers and his good works 
had taken away a great many of these souls; that is why, 
when you return to your country, I pray you to go and find 
Odilon for me, and relate to him faithfully what I am tell- 
ing you, in order that he and his brethren may continue more 
and more their prayers, their fastings, their alms, for these 
unfortunate souls, so that they may soon be delivered from 
such torments. 

“The monk on his return to Cluny did not forget to relate 
to Odilon what he had learned on his trip. The abbot, struck 
by this vision, issued a general decree for all the monasteries 
under the jurisdiction of Cluny, by which the 2d of Novem- 
ber was consecrated to the memory and the alleviation of 
the faithful departed held in purgatory; from the monas- 
teries of Cluny this pious practice passed little by little into 
the Church, and Pope John XVI. extended it to the Church 
Universal.” 

This, acccording to Roman Catholic authority, is the origin 
of All Souls’ Day. And intelligent Roman Catholics are asked 
to believe this fable, which is absurd on the face of it. What 
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more natural, if this hermit ever did live, than for him, being 
alone on a desert island, with a volcano belching forth, with 
thundering noises, fire and smoke, in a superstitious age, pre- 
viously taught by an ignorant priesthood, what more natural 
than for him to imagine that he heard the demons groaning be- 
cause captive souls were being snatched away from them? 
Has the Roman Church no other foundation for All Souls’ 
Day? Is it any wonder intelligent people are turning in dis- 
gust from a Church that builds her teachings upon such a 
flimsy foundation? 

The following true incident will make plain where purga- 
tory really is: Not very long ago, in a village in Canada, an 
elderly woman, with whom I was personally acquainted, who 
had been hearing the Gospel preached, had been reading God’s 
Word, and had almost abandoned the errors of Rome, was 
asked by her priest to call at his residence as he wished ‘0 
see her. Complying with her request, the priest said to her: 
“Do you not think it is time you gave me some money for 
masses for the repose of the souls of your two sons, who 
died some time ago?” She answered: “You know that I am 
poor and have no money. I am living with my 
son, who has left our Church; he will not give 
me money for this purpose; what can I do? If 
you, sir, believe my sons are suffering in purgatory, and 
that masses will relieve them, will you not say masses for 
them without money?” On being informed that she could 
have no masses said without the money, she said: “Well, I 
see now you are not concerned about the sufferings of the 
souls of my sons, you are thinking of your pocket, otherwise, 
under the circumstances, you would say masses without 
money. I understand now where purgatory is; it is in the 
priest’s pocket. Good day, sir.” 


Do Many People Go to Purgatory, and Do They Suffer Very 
Much? 


According to Roman Catholic authority nearly all pass 
through purgatory. On page 10 of the leaflet already referred 
to it is said: “The great majority of souls descend into purga- 
tory after death, and that the number of those who go direc? 
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to Heaven is so small that they are really not worth counting.” 
Saint Theresa, who had many visions of purgatory, and the 
Roman Catholic chronicler declares her decision is decisive, 
said: “Of the many souls I have seen only three went direct 
to Heaven without passing through purgatory.” 

On pages 25, 26 is the marvellous tale of how St. Nicholas 
Tolentino, in a dream, saw a poor soul from the other world 
supplicating him to have masses said for him, and others, who 
were suffering agonies in the flames, of how to convince him, 
this spirit from the other world transported him to purgatory, 
where he was moved to tears by their awful sufferings. Of 
how he said mass next day for their relief, and at the end oi 
the week this spirit again appeared to him dressed in white 
with other happy released souls, who, after thanking their 
benefactor, flew upwards to Heaven. 

On page 35 is the tale of how a monk of the Order of St. 
Francis, who was suffering from a grievous illness that made 
him long to die, was visited by an angel, who gave him the 
option of suffering on earth for a year longer or dying at once 
and spending three days in purgatory. He chose the latter. 
After being a day in purgatory the angel visited him and 
asked him how he liked his choice. He accused the angel 
of being cruel, leaving him for centuries in purgatory when 
he told him it would only be three days. The angel replied 
that he had not deceived him; he was only twenty-four hours 
dead; it was the severity of his sufferings that made him 
think he had been in purgatory for a century, but if he re 
pented of his choice God would let him go back to earth. The 
man exclaimed: “Oh, yes, rather two, three or ten years of ter- 
rible illness than only one in this abode of inexpressible 
agony.” In sight of all his brethren the soul came back into 
his body, and then he exhorted all his brethren to apply them- 
selves to a rigorous penance for their smallest faults in order 
that they might escape the sufferings of purgatory. 

On page 27 is found the revelations of St. Marguerite de 
Pazzi. Her angel invited her to visit purgatory. She fel! 
into a trance, which lasted two hours, as she walked about 
the convent garden wringing her hands and uttering awful 
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lamentations as she viewed the different apartments of pur- 
gatory. She was horrified to find there priests and nuns suf- 
iering tortures, in another place she saw the impenitent and 
disobedient ; in still another place misers and liars—the latter 
was suffering terribly, and they were pouring molten lead into 
their mouths, and then they were being plunged into an icy- 
cold lake. If there were such a place those who invented such 
lying tales would be very apt to spend some time there. 
Roman Catholic booklets picture in vivid language the 
severity of the suffering of those in purgatory. The Roman 
Catholic booklet: “Spiritual Bouquet Offered to Souls in Pur- 
gatory,” page 13, says: “The fire of purgatory will be more 
terrible than all corporal sufferings together.” “One single 
day in this place of expiation might be compared to a thou- 
sand of earthly suffering.” What a joyous prospect is thus 
placed before the Roman Catholic when he faces death! 


Do the Souls in Purgatory Know What Takes Place On 
Earth? 

According to Roman Catholic authorities there is com- 
munication between the Church triumphant, militant and 
suffering. Mary is queen of purgatory, with the archangel 
Michael as her prime minister. She frequently visits purga- 
tory, also this earth, and if one should have worn during this 
life a Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel she delivers that 
one from purgatory the Saturday after their death. On page 
45 of the Roman Catholic booklet: “Let Us Deliver From 
Purgatory Those That We Have Loved,” in answering the 
question, Do the souls in purgatory know what takes place 
on earth? is the statement: “Yes, those souls are holy, they 
love us, they pray for us, and their prayers are very useful 
to us.” 

I have two copies of a small paper published under Roman 
Catholic authority, entitled “Echo of Purgatory.” I cannot 
tell you how they get the news from purgatory every month 
about what is happening there, but as I read through these 
papers I noticed it seemed to be a mutual benefit society— 
that is, you pray for the souls in purgatory or give money to 
the priest to have masses said for their release, and the souls 





272 = THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


in purgatory in return will pray for you so you may prosper 
in your affairs here. The same teaching is found in the Roman 
Catholic booklet, “Spiritual Bouquet Offered to Souls in Pur- 
gatory,” page 38: “If you are faithful in helping the souls in 
purgatory their holy patrons and all their guardian angels 
will not fail to keep account of your services.... I always 
obtained more easily through the intercession of the souls in 
purgatory what I desired than by the intercession of the 
saints of Heaven.” 

Now, Sir Oliver Lodge and others who believe in com- 
municating with departed souls say they have received mes- 
sages from the other world. But these modern mediums are 
but amateurs at the business of getting news from the other 
world compared with Roman Catholic saints; the latter are 


professionals. The Church of Rome keeps up a regular in- 


tercourse with the unseen world. Why, Roman Catholic book 
lets contain marvellous tales of how Roman Catholic saints 
in dream, vision or trance, communicate’ with the 
other world and bring back news of what is hap 
pening there. These Roman Catholic saints use no 
Ouija boards, they seem to get the news each directly 
for himself. These modern day revelations of pretended news 
from the other world, as well as the revelations of Roman 
Catholic saints, are all fakes. There is no telegraphic or tele- 
phonic communication between the Vatican at Rome and the 
other world. It is not true, as some simple Roman Catholic 
people believe (because the intelligent do not believe the 
story) that the pope receives a letter from Heaven every 
morning which is placed under his pillow. There is no prooi 
that any departed spirit ever gave a single message to any 
soul on earth. 
How Can Souls in Purgatory Be Relieved and Rescued? 
Rome states they can be helped in seven ways. (1) BY 
PENANCE. In the Roman Catholic booklet, “Purgatory 
According to the Revelations of the Saints,” page 52, it relates 
the story of a nun who was very thirsty, and in that convent 
the nuns could not get a drink unless they asked the Lady 
Superior. The Lady Superior said to her: “Just bear it and 
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do penance.” She did so. Three weeks later she died, and 
three days afterwards she appeared to the Lady Superior all 
radiant with glory on her way to Heaven to thank her for 
making her do penance, for shortly after she reached pur- 
gatory her guardian angel appeared with that cup of water 
she did not drink, and, pouring it on the flames, they went 
out, and she started for Heaven. (2).BY PRAYER. “Let us 
think, before going to rest, of the extreme torments of the 
poor souls in purgatory and pray for them.” (See Spiritual 
Bouquet, etec., page 37). (3) BY COMMUNION. When 
partaking of the wafer to think of offering it for the suffering 
souls. (4) BY PRAYERS TO THE VIRGIN MARY. “Many 
of the faithful . . . have adopted the laudable practice 

of placing their works and suffrages in the hands of the blessed 
Virgin so that she may distribute them to the souls she wishes 
to deliver first from purgatory.” “Mary soothes the pains of 
the souls in purgatory and shortens their duration. She serds 
down upon these poor souls a dew of heavenly consolations, 
which calms their sorrows.” (Spiritual Bouquet, etc., pages 
49 and 36.) (5) BY INDULGENCES. The Rosary is of 
special value to relieve souls; the reciting of it gives no less 
than 303,750 days’ indulgences. The Crown Chaplet for the 
Dead, offered to the Blessed Virgin Mary for the relief of 
souls in Purgatory, can be recited (see Spirittal Bouquet, 
etc., pp. 61, 62) according to Roman Catholic authority in less 
than three minutes, thus securing 23,300 days’ indulgence. 
| once endeavored to compute the number of good 
Roman Catholics in the world, and, giving them not 
too long a day’s work reciting these beads, I figured 
out that in a short time they could bring relief to 
more souls than could possibly be in purgatory. But many 
Roman Catholics refuse to use their brains, so they continue 
to remain in darkness and bondage. (6) BY ALMS. “Just 
as water quencheth the fiercest fire, so alms wash away sin.” 


“To give alms with the intention to apply them to the merits 
of souls in purgatory is to pour water on the flames which 
devour them.” (See “Purgatory, According,” etc., page 49.) 
“Alms will not suffer the soul to go into darkness.” “Every 





274 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


day take something for the souls, a little saving of your ex- 
penses.” (See “Spiritual Bouquet,” etc., pages 32 and 33.) (7) 
BY MASSES. The chief means of relieving souls in purga- 
tory is by having mass said. In the Roman Catholic book- 
let, “Spiritual Bouquet Offered to Souls in Purgatory,” on 
page 44, is the following marvelous statement concerning 
Gregorian Masses: 

The Saviour is pictured as coming in a vision to St. Greg- 

ory, and this is what He is supposed to have said: “My friend, 
I wish to bestow upon you a unique privilege—that is, every © 
soul in purgatory for whom shall be offered thirty masses in 
your honor, without interruption, shall be delivered immedi- 
ately, whatsoever be its debt towards me, and moreover | 
shall not wait until the masses are said, but shall deliver that 
soul as soon as the offering is made for her.” 

In the city of Ottawa there was a good French Canadian, 
who read the Bible and finally came into the light. Wishing 
to show his Roman Catholic friends, and especially his 
brother, who was a Roman Catholic, that purgatory was but 
a fictitious place, invented by Rome to steal money from the 
people, he decided to visit a priest and see if he could obtain 
a receipt for money paid to the priest for a promised de 
liverance of a soul from purgatory. Taking a friend with him 
he called ort Priest Conrad, of the Capuchin Order, Ottawa, 
and asked him what he would charge to take his brother out 
of purgatory. He offered to show him the Roman booklet 
with the statement, “I shall not wait until the masses are 
said, but shall deliver that soul as soon as the offering is 
made for her.” 

Priest Conrad declared that he did not want to see the 
booklet ; he knew all about the “Gregorian Masses,” and could 
arrange matters for him, and the charge would be fifteen dol- 
lars. “Can’t you do it cheaper than that for a poor man?” 
“No,” said the priest, “I cannot do it for any less; it is a heavy 
undertaking.” , 

The man handed the priest fifteen dollars, and received 
from him the following receipt (the original copy of which | 
have in my possession) : 
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“Parish Saint Francois d’Assise, 
“Ottawa, March 28, 1910. 

“Received from Mr. Moise Duchesne the sum of fifteen 
dollars for thirty masses for the soul of Baptiste Duchesne, 
in purgatory—$15 P. Conrad, O. M. Cap.” 

While writing out the receipt the priest, evidently wishing 
the Frenchman to think he was sorry foe his poor brother 
suffering in the flames of purgatory, kept saying, “Poor man! 
Poor man!” 

Thirty days later the man wrote to Priest Conrad, asking 
if the masses had been said, and if his brother was out of 
purgatory. He received the following reply, dated May 3, 
1910: “The Gregorian Masses began the day after you gave me 
the $15. I hope that the dear deceased has felt the good effects 
of them.” 

I shall never forget how angry that French-Canadian was. 
He said to me, “The priest did not say he was out of purga- 
tory.” I answered, “Do you think that an intelligent priest 
would say he was out; he does not know whether he ever 
went into purgatory.” 

The strange part of this story is that this man had only 
one brother, and he was then living in the city of Montreal. 
[ do not justify this Frenchman in deceiving the priest by 
not telling him his brother was alive, but I simply state the 
facts as they occurred. The priest, however, did not ask 
when or where the man’s brother had died, but expressed at 
once a readiness to deliver his soul providing the money was 
paid for the masses. Please observe: Here we have a priest 
taking fifteen dollars to deliver a soul from purgatory who 
was not in purgatory (if there were such a place), seeing that 
he was still alive on earth. If the priest knew that fifteen 
dollars would deliver the soul of this man’s brother from pur- 
gatory he ought to have known whether the man was in pur- 
gatory or not. 

Purgatory is a human invention for Roman priests to 
make money. If it were a divine institution it would not swal- 
low up so much money extorted from the poor, the widows and 
orphans. According to Roman teaching, when a rich man 
dies, with his money he can get out of purgatory immedi- 
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ately. When a poor man dies and he has no good friend to 
assist him he must wait for the resurrection of the dead in the 
flames of purgatory. Happy are the wealthy, with Rome; but 
woe unto the poor! No money, no christening; no money, 
no marriage; no money, no pews; no money, no burial; no 
money, nothing, unless it is the priest’s curse, and that is 
ever given freely and readily always. 

And when I read the daily papers about those memorial 
masses for those who have departed my heart aches for the 
way those Roman Catholic people are deceived by their priests. 
Naturally the human heart yearns after departed ones, and 
the priest is quick to seize upon this to extract the almighty " 
dollar. Not long ago, in Ottawa, Canada, they were chant- 
ing masses for the repose of the soul of Archbishop Guigues. 
He had been dead then for thirty-eight years, but he was still 
in purgatory. The question is asked in one of these Roman 
Catholic booklets that I have been quoting from: “Is it more 
advantageous for the glory of God to pray for the conversion 
of sinners, or for the deliverance of souls in purgatory?” and 
the answer is: “Prayers for the dead are more agreeable to 
God than those that one makes for the living, because the 
former are in more pressing need seeing they cannot help 
themselves.” You see that the priests would rather have the 
people go to purgatory than to Heaven. Why? There is more 
money in it. At the great Fall gatherings of Roman Catholics 
in the cemeteries heartless Roman Catholic priests play upon 
the harassed feelings of their people and steal from them their 
hard-earned savings without giving them anything in return. 

I ask, was it not a beautiful idea, from a Roman Catholic 
standpoint, to open up an awful prison, to condemn nearly 
every dead person to enter it for a longer or shorter time, to 
take the key of this place, and then say to the survivors: “We 
will open the door and set free your friends who suffer there, 
and for whom you weep, providing you hand us over the 
necessary money.” 

What Are the Priests, the Bishops, the Archbishops, the Car- 
dinals and the Pope? 


I want you to notice how I make this statement. I do not 
wish to be misunderstood. They are either the biggest liars, 
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or robbers, or the most cruel men on the face of God’s earth. 
Let me prove my declaration. Suppose that a poor woman 
is obliged to leave her home on an important errand, leaving 
her children asleep in a room upstairs. On her return, to her 
horror she finds the flames bursting out of the door with such 
fierceness that she is unable to enter. Turning about her to 
seek for help she sees a man passing with a ladder, and cries 
out: “O sir, my children are up there at the window; put 
your ladder up quickly and save them! Oh, please, sir, have 
mercy on me and save my children!” “Madam,” says the man, 
quite unconcerned, “have you $2 to give me?” “No, sir, | 
have no money; but please, sir, have mercy, they are already 
suffering from the heat of those flames. My children! My 
children!” Turning to the woman, he haughtily replies, “If 
you have no money your children can roast!” and then passes 
on his way unaffected by the mental anguish of that poor 
mother. You say there is not a man with any human nature 
in him cruel enough to do such a thing. Wait! Those chil- 
dren up there in that house already suffering from the flames 
is a picture of the souls of departed loved ones in purgatory. 


That woman crying out for help is the Roman Catholic people 
on earth seeking help for their loved ones in suffering, from 
the priests of their Church. The man passing is the priest; 
the ladder in the man’s hands is the mass which Rome de- 
clares to be the most efficacious means of rescuing souls from 
the torments of the purgatorial fires. Will the priest use the 
ladder without the money? 


[f a priest teaches that there is such a place as purga- 
torv when there is not, and he does not believe himself there 
is, then he is a liar. If he takes money from people for masses 
to deliver souls that are in a place he has no foundation for 
believing exists, and when he knows money cannot help them, 
then he is a thief. And if he does really believe there is a pur- 
gatory as pictured by his Church, and that masses can relieve 
those poor, suffering souls, and he refuses to say masses un- 
less he is paid for them, then he is the most cruel man on this 
fair earth. 

If I believed, as the Roman priests pretend to believe, that 
the souls of the departed of my congregation were suffering 
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in the flames of purgatorial fires the awful agonies as pictured 
in Roman productions, and that masses could alleviate their 
pain, money or no money, I would say mass until I dropped 
from fatigue and weakness, and then call for another brother 
minister to step into my place and continue the good work 
of delivering these poor suffering mortals. 

Do you mean to tell me that Roman clerics really believe 
in purgatory? Then if they do I have properly classified 
them. “High money, high mass; low money, low mass; no 
money, no mass.” And this is as true as that you live. Over 
the front gate of a Roman Catholic cemetery in Philadelphia 
it is said are these words: “Oh, How I Suffer in These Flames 
and You Will Not Release!’ The Pope and his priests have 
the power, so they claim, to make God glad and the angels 
and suffering souls glad. Would you not think that if they 
had one iota of compassion, when they teach that masses are 
the most efficacious means of helping suffering souls that they 
would say mass, but they will not unless they are paid. It is 
a sordid, a shameless, a monstrous doctrine. The priests pro- 
fess to have in their power the most helpful means of reliev- 
ing tormented souls, and they will not use this power unless 
their itching palms are greased with silver. Shame! Shame! 
Shame! on those who thus traffic with the souls of their fel-- 
low-men while pretending to be God’s chosen ministers to 
preach the truth. 


Why Do We as Protestants Refuse to Subscribe to Such a 
Doctrine as Purgatory ? 


1. Because it is a denial of Christ’s finished work on the 
Cross. The purging of sin, according to God’s Word, is done 
in this life, and not after death; it is done by the blood and not 
by fire. As Protestants we do not believe in the burning out 
of sin—in salvation by fire. We protest against it. We be- 
lieve in the atonement or expiation for sin by the blood of 
Jesus alone, as is clearly taught in the Holy Scriptures. 

What erroneous thoughts our Roman Catholic friends 
must have of the work of Christ that they should believe that 
after He has done all He can for the soul it has still to be 
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subjected to the action of an intense flame, for no one knows 
how long, in order that the expiation of its sins may be com- 
plete and its salvation perfected. What a doctrine! Why, 
according to this, Christ was premature in saying, “It is fin- 
ished.” The expiation of sin was then only begun on Calvary, 


it must be completed in purgatory. Such teaching is an insult 
to Christ, the Saviour and Lord. 


2. Because it makes God a respecter of persons. This is 
another reason why Protestants reject it. It favors the rich 
and curses the poor. This I have already proven by reference 
to the Gregorian Masses. The rich man can get out of purga- 
tory as soon as he pays over the money while the poor man 
may have to suffer in torments until the end of the world. 


3. Because it teaches that Heaven can be bought with 
money. To uphold such a doctrine would make one guilty 
of the sin of Simon the sorcerer, who thought he could buy the 
Holy Spirit with money, and to whom Peter was obliged to 
say: “Thy money perish with thee because thou hast thought 
that the gift of God may be purchased with money.” (Acts 
8: 20.) In 1 Peter 1: 18, 19, the same apostle writes: “Ye 
know that ye were not redeemed with corrruptible things, as 
silver and gold .. . but with the precious blood of Christ, as 
a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 

You all see what this doctrine does. It turns away the 
attention of the soul from Christ. It proclaims the possibility 
of a post-mortem repentance and purification from sin, thus 
emboldening men to go out of this world impenitent. For 
this Roman doctrine of purgatory there is neither Scripture, 
nor reason, nor common sense. This only can be said of it 
—it is a profitable doctrine financially for the Roman Catholic 
Church, 

Therefore Protestants are justified in rejecting it. While 
doing so may it ever be our duty, in love, to tell our Roman 
Catholic fellow-citizens that their clergy have cruelly de- 
ceived them, and that neither money, masses, nor purgatorial 
fires can purify the sin-sick soul, but only the precious blood 
of Jesus Christ, God’s Son. 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


ROADS FROM ROME. 
BY PROFESSOR GEORGE BARTOLI, D.D., ROME, ITALY. 

Until a few years ago | was a member of the Society of 
Jesus; now | am no more one. I was not expelled from that 
society. I left it of my own accord, because the religious 
opinions and doctrines I held did not any longer agree with 
the opinions and doctrines held sacred by that society. 

As long as I remained in the Society of Jesus my superiors 
never complained of me for reasons other than those con- 
nected with differences in doctrine. On this point [| caa 
appeal to all the Jesuits who have known me. I served the 
Society of Jesus for twenty-seven years with the utmost 
fidelity, obedience and self-sacrifice. I taught science, litera- 
ture, and languages in several colleges of the society, both 
at home and abroad; i.e., in Europe and Asia. I have 
preached the Word of God in different countries and lan- 
guages, and for five years I was a regular writer on the staff 
of the Jesuit magazine, “La Civilta Cattolica,” which is pub- 
lished at Rome, under the eye of the Pope, and in the interest 
of the Papacy. Things being so, why have I left the Society 
of Jesus, and rebelled against the Church of Rome?’ 

The history of these last two years of my life was nar- 
rated in a letter which I addressed to the Italian newspaper, 
“Il Corriere del la Sera,” from which I venture to make a 
few quotations. This letter was almost forced from me by 
the stupid reports which liberal and clerical papers circulated 
about me. Here it is: “I left the Society of Jesus for rea- 
sons of conscience, for which I am answerable to none, save 
to God alone. But those reasons were not the only ones. 
For this last year, owing to doctrinal accusations brought by 
unknown people against me, my superiors first forbade me 
to live in large cities and centres of culture; then they made 
it impossible for me to hold any intercourse with learned men, 
to study, to write, to print any book, to exercise in any way 
my natural inclination for scientific studies; they forbade me 
to preach, they relegated me to a town of secondary import- 
ance, where I could have no contact whatever with books or 
students; I was ordered to live there without any settled duty 
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or fixed occupation; finally, they commanded me never to go 
out of the house without one of my brethren, who was to 
keep a watch upon my private conversations and report them 
to the superiors. And all this in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! 


“Were these rigorous measures against me in any way 


justified? Was I the heretic and modernist I was supposed 
to be? I answer briefly and simply: I was condemned not 
only before | knew who were my accusers, but before any 


definite charge against me in doctrinal matters had been 
stated. Later on I came to know the wrong opinions (from 
the Roman point of view) and religious doctrines which were 
imputed to me; but, as a matter of fact, many of those 
opinions were never held by me: nay, I had preached and 
written against some of them publicly and explicitly. I 
acknowledged others as mine; but they were minor points of 
doctrine, or opinions accepted and vindicated by a host of 
theologians and learned men. At any rate, most of my re- 
ligious opinions referred to free theological matter; they did 
not appertain to the faith. 

“Feeling sure of my claim, I asked the superiors not to 
inflict upon me such a serious punishment for faults either not 
committed or greatly exaggerated. I was denied any justice. 
My superiors, however, acknowledged in writing that I had 
never publicly preached erroneous doctrines; but they per- 
sisted in carrying out my punishment. I appealed from my 
local superiors to the General of the whole society. My 
appeal was rejected. I asked permission to go to Rome to 
clear myself personally of the charges brought against me. 
I was denied even this last favor. I inquired of a friend 
whether the authorities of the Roman Church would, if ap- 
pealed to, look into my case and protect me against my 
superiors. I was answered that the tribunal of the church 
could and would do nothing in my behalf. There was, then, 
nothing left for me but to submit to a life of slavery and 
idleness in the Society of Jesus, or to rebel against the Society 
and the Church. I chose the latter course. I wrote a letter 
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to my superiors and abandoned the Society and the Roman 
Church.” 

Surely no sensible man will wonder at the resolution | 
then took. I was still young, healthy, vigorous; endowed, 
moreover, with an intense wish to study, to preach, to write, 
to employ myself in the service of my neighbors. I saw my- 
self reduced, by a false and absurd religious system, to im- 
potence, condemned to the most abject slavery, the slavery of 
my mind and soul, doomed to a sure, though slow, destructioa 
of my own personality. At one stroke I broke off the chains 
of my slavery, and returned to the liberty of the children of 
God. What man of sense, I repeat, can wonder at my rebel- 
lion? 

I should like, however, to make three statements in this 
connection. The first is this: Although in these last years 
of my life, owing to my studies, my mind and soul turned to 
a purer, a more spiritual and evangelical conception of 
Christianity, yet, in public, I never preached any but Roman 
Catholic doctrines. About this I possess the written testi- 
mony of my superiors. - I acted in this way because [ think 
it is highly immoral and dishonest for a clergyman to preach 
doctrines not received by the Church of which he is the paid 
minister. For these last three years of my life I ceased 
preaching on certain points of Roman doctrine which I did 
not any longer believe, e. g., on the Papacy, the Church, the 
nature of the sacraments, character, and the like; but I can 
affirm, with truth, that never for a moment did I betray my 
conscience or the Church. 

In the second place I maintain that I should never have 
had the courage to set myself in open opposition to the 
Church of Rome had I not been pushed to it by the fanaticism 
of the people among whom I lived and by the domestic per- 
secution to which, on account of my views, I was for three 
years subjected. Tyranny, when continued, begets rebellion. 
The Roman Church and my old friends, of course, deplore 
my succession from the Church. But they have only to thank 
for it that body of ignorant and fanatical priests and monks 
in whose hands the direction of the Romish Church lies to- 
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day and will continue to lie. By forcing me to believe and to 
preach all sorts of superstitions and errors which they put 
into circulation by their pulpits and in their books, they in- 
duced me first to doubt, then to disbelieve, dogmas and points 
of Roman doctrine which to me were once true, sacred, in- 
fallible, divine. But whose fault was this? History repeats 
itself: Rome, by wishing to get all, must, in the end, lose all. 

Finally, I was obliged to leave the Society of Jesus and 
the Church because I lay under the imputation of being a 
modernist; but in truth I never was one. My friends, the 
Italian and English modernists, may testify if I was ever in 
sympathy with their beliefs and their ideas. As a matter of 
fact, | opposed that religious movement from the very be- 
ginning, and I did not conceal from Father Tyrrell my dis- 
trust of it. I knew for certain that it.was bound to fail, be- 
cause it lacked a sound foundation. On the one hand, 
modernism rejects the New Testament as the sole foundation 
of Christianity; on the other hand, it likewise discards the 
Papacy as the support of the Church. My faith, on the con- 
trary, rests on the Bible, and on the Bible alone; not the Bible 
of the extreme Higher Critics, but the Bible of those religious 
reformers and learned theologians who in the sixteenth cen- 
tury revolted successfully against the Roman Church. Their 
faith is mine, their belief is my belief. 

My readers will, I hope, not find it amiss if I subjoin here 
the story of my intellectual change. In 1896 I was at Bom- 
bay, in India, waiting for a steamer which was to carry me 
to my college in South Canara. A German Jesuit, since dead, 
asked me to write an article against a local Anglican paper, 
which had commented in a rather ill-natured way on the 
“Claims of the Papacy.” I was fresh from my studies, and 
a newly made doctor of theology. I thought it was an easy 
thing to convince my Anglican writer of the weakness of his 
position; so I set to work immediately. In the course of my 
article I quoted against him certain words by St. Cyprian in 
his treatise “De Unitate Ecclesial,” which, as it seemed to 
me, settled once for all the lawfulness of the claims of the 
Papacy to universal domination. My friend, the German 





284 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


Jesuit, read my article, smiled, stared at me, and asked me 
where I had studied my theology. “You do not know,” he 
said, “that the words you have just quoted were never uttered 
or written by St. Cyprian? And you mean to say that in 
Italy it is not generally known that they are a later interpola- 
tion in St. Cyprian’s works?” 

These words stung me to the quick. At first I wondered 
if my friend’s bold assertion would be true; but a short 
study of the question convinced me that it was unquestionably 
so. Then I got very indignant at having been basely imposed 
upon by my professors of theology, who, either through culp- 
able ignorance were not aware of the famous interpolation in 
Cyprian’s works, or in the interest of the Papacy, had pre- 
ferred to ignore it. I suspected, therefore, that as I had once 
been deceived in my studies, I might have been so, God 
knows, how often besides. In consequence, I resolved, there 
and then, to study the whole of my theology over again for 
my self. 

I have been true to my resolve of 1896. For ten long 
years, in the midst of a very eventful life and manifold studies, 
in India, in Europe, as a teacher, a writer in the “Civilta 
Cattolica,” I never forgot my beloved studies of theology. I 
went over again all the treatises; I read the Fathers of the 
Church in their most recent editions; I thought a good deal 
on the origins of Christianity ; I made myself acquainted with 
several histories of Christian dogma; I took a keen interest in 
everything appertaining to Patristic and Biblical criticism, 
and, finally, I left nothing undone that might clear up my 
doubts and make my heart at peace with my mind. And note 
this: my studies were carried on almost exclusively with 
the help of Catholic books and scholars; as with regard to 
theology I consulted Mazrella, Billiot, Stentrup, Wicebur- 
genses, Hurter, De Augustinis, Lepilcier, Pepe, and others, 
not to say anything of the older schoolmen and theologians 
of the sixteenth century. For the history of Christian dogma 
I read Bellarminus, Thomassin, Bingham, Rauschen, Moehler, 
Bardenhewer, Schwane, Turmel, and Harnack, to whom | 
must add for other subjects, Gore, Fairbairn, and Salmon, 
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whose books I read but recently, when my ideas had already 
developed to my present evangelical standard of faith. 

These studies conducted by me with scientific honesty, 
severity of method, and conscientious fidelity, convinced me 
that the Christian doctrine which the Church of Rome serves 
up to her priests and faithful members is not the theology 
of the Bible or of the Primitive Christian Church, but an 
artificial system, based partly on Holy Scripture, partly on 
Aristotelian philosophy, partly also on apocryphal texts, on 
legends of doubtful authority, on -wilful alterations and inter- 
polations of ancient canons, on superstitions and relics of 
old heathenism. Finally, I persuaded myself that a Catholic 
or a truly universal consent on the dogmas of the Roman 
Church existed neither in the past nor in the present. 

The opinions, of course, are far from being received in the 
Roman Church. They are officially condemned as heretical 
and Protestant, and opposed to Catholic doctrines. There- 
fore, at the end of my studies, I found myself deeply at 
variance With the official creed of my Church. 

“What will a learned man do,” asked V. Ermoni, in the 
“Quinzaine,” of February 16, 1904, “if, at the close of deep 
and conscientious studies, he arrives at conclusions which in 
no manner agree with the official creed of his Church? Ought 
he to reject the dearest convictions of his conscience and turn 
his back on what he believes to be the truth?’ He should 
continue to study, answers Ermoni, and endeavor to change 
opinion. But if that is not possible? In this case Ermoni 
adds, the learned man has no other alternative but this: he 
must say, from the bottom of his heart, “I believe and I 
adore.” 

Ermoni’s solution of the case is right and good when the 
mind of the pious and learned Christian is anxious about the 
fundamental mysteries of .Christianity, which we can indeed 
believe, but not understand. This was not my case; I never 
for a moment doubted the fundamental doctrines of 
Christianity. What detached me from Rome was not her 
Christianity, but her paganism; not the Bible which is pre- 
served by her, but the arbitrary interpretations of Holy Scrip- 
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ture which she imposes on the Christian world; not the much 
good that is in her, but the evils of degeneration, of super- 
stition, of idolatry, which her priests are required by her 
to accept, to practice, and to defend with scholastic sophistries 
and Aristotelian subtleties. 

This was the turning point of my life. Had I listened 
to the world or to the voice of the flesh, I should not have 
left the Society of Jesus, much less the Church. I had noth- 
ing to gain, but everything to lose by the change. On the 
contrary, Italy is the happy land of compromises and of peace 
at all costs. Moreover, it is highly fashionable with us 
openly to disagree with the religious creed of the Church 
and at the same time to profess oneself a good and obedient 
Catholic. I could not do so. I could not preach doctrines 
which I did not believe, profess, as divinely revealed, dogmas 
which I knew to be human inventions; defend customs, rites, 
and usages which I held to be superstitious; finally, I could 
not accept the claims of the Papacy, which my studies had 
shown me to be not primitive, but unscriptural @fid main- 
tained in opposition to half the world. My duty to God and 


my conscience was clear: I protested against the Roman 
Church, and left her fold. 


FORTHCOMING ARTICLES 
“A Scientific Character Study of Italy and the Italian 
People.” By K. M. H. Blackford, M.D. 


“How Roman Catholic Doctrines Affect the Soul.” 
By John M. Kyle, M.A. 


“Italy and the Vatican.” 


“The Pope, the Present and the Adriatic Intrigue.” 





CHRIST’S MISSION 


Christ's Mission is in the most central and accessible part of 
New York City. 


It is situated close to Columbus Circle, at the entrance to Central 
Park, where Eighth Avenue and Broadway meet, with a subway 
station and three street-car lines, and a crosstown line, and the Sixth 
and Ninth Avenues elevated station at 59th Street. 


With the subways to all parts of New York, Prooklyn, Jersey 


City and Hoboken, Christ’s Mission can be most easily and quickly 
reached. 


THE CHAPEL. 


At the services in Christ’s Mission the people are told that the 
Lord Jesus Christ offers a present, free and full salvation. The con- 
tributions to meet the expenses of the work are entirely voluntary. 
All seats are free. Hence the necessity of appealing to all the 
Christian friends of the work for their co-operation. All are cor- 


dially invited to attend the services in the commodious chapel of 
the Mission. 


Sundays at 3.30 P. M. 





THE FIRST OF A SERIES OF ARTICLES 
Entitled 


“Impressions of a Recent Tour” 


Will Appear in 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
For January, 1921 


The whole of the series, written and illustrated 


by the Editor, will include the following articles: 


— 
. 


My Seventh Voyage Across the Atlantic. 
. The Portuguese, a Fallen People. 
Flirting With Death—A Spanish Bull-fight. 
Toledo, the Site of the Inquisition, 

. Rome, the City of Intrigue. 

. The Spell of Florence. 

. Assisi, the Birthplace of a Saint. 

From a Venice Balcony. 

A Night in the Alps. 

. Saunterings in Paris. 

. London After Dark. 

. Before the Walls of York. 

. In a Deserted Sanctuary. 

. Ireland and the Black Republic. 

. In Old Quebec. 
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